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Professional Practice Corner Pharmacists’ Education 
and Assistance Committee
2nd Annual Continuing 
Education Program
The Practical, Ethical, and Legal Aspects 
of Dealing with Disclosure of Addiction

Thursday, October 25, 2001, 8:00 a.m. - 4:30 pm
at the Maritime Institute, 5700 Hammonds Ferry Road,
Baltimore, Maryland
Applied for 6 C.E.U., Registration Fee: $50.00 (Pharmacy
Students Free), Call: 410-706-7513
Deadline: Friday, October 12, 2001
Supported by: Maryland Board of Pharmacy, Maryland
Pharmacists Association (MPhA) and Maryland Society
of Health Systems Pharmacists.

The course will provide:
� Information on Federal and State laws that relate to

Confidentiality, and Americans with Disabilities.
� Components of the Maryland Pharmacy Practice Act

and Standards of Professional Practice.
� How to make a referral to PEAC and their obligations

under the Maryland Pharmacists’ Code of Conduct.
� A list of action options and resources available for

supervisors when a pharmacist discloses impairment.
� Factors that will motivate a health professional to dis-

close their condition.
� Ways to respond supportively, constructively, and effectively.
� Insight into the distinctions among the functions of

advocacy, treatment and monitoring.
� Understanding PEAC’s reporting system.

� Disclosure requirements
of pharmacy students 

to preceptors.

Registration materi-
als are being sent to
all pharmacists, you
can also visit the
Board of Pharmacy

website at
www.mdbop.com and

download the registra-
tion form.
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HIPPA News
Whether you are an administrator, manager, researcher, or practicing phar-
macist, the new HIPAA regulations will affect your practice. For some
practice settings, the impact will be significant. Here some important dates
to remember:
� October 16, 2002 - Compliance deadline for standards for electronic

transactions.
� April 14, 2003 - Compliance deadline for standards for Privacy of Indi-

vidually Identifiable health Information
Some of the areas in the privacy rule relating to prior written consent and
minimum necessary may be modified by the Department of Health and
Human Services. For more information, go t:
http://www.aphanet.orggov/govaffair.html, click on APhA’s Legislative
Action Center, log in, select Issues and Legislation, and click on APhA Leg-
islative and Regulatory Updates

How to Stop Drug Diversion 
and Protect Your Pharmacy
This guide summarizes tips from the U.S. Drug Enforcement Administra-
tion (DEA) and other sources designed to ensure that prescription drugs
continue to be available where medically indicated, while preventing their
diversion into the illicit market.
The DEA states, it is not their role to reduce or deny the use of controlled
substances where medically indicated, nevertheless, the pharmacist has a
personal responsibility to protect his/her practice from becoming an easy
target for drug diversion. The dispensing pharmacists should employ the
following practices to help against forged or altered prescriptions:
1. Scrutinize Prescriptions
� Does it look “too good”? Is the writing too legible?
� Is it a photocopy?

–Prescriptions from pads generally have some residual adhesive along
one edge - photocopies do not.
–Printed prescription blanks have sharply defined corners that are
square - often photocopies are trimmed from larger sheets of paper.

–Prescription pads generally are made from a different weight of
paper than that used in photocopy machines.

–With handwritten prescriptions, the ink from the preprinted informa-
tion and the handwritten information are generally slightly different
colors - in photocopies, they are the same color.

–With handwritten prescriptions, you can often see the indentations in
the paper from the prescriber’s writing - with photocopied prescrip-
tions, there is no indentation and often the ink appears
slightly raised.

� Was it written in more than one color ink?
� Was it written entirely by the same hand?
� Do quantities, directions or dosage differ from usual med-

ical usage or practice?
� Are the directions written in full with no abbreviations?
� Check the date. Has it been presented to you in a reason-

able length of time since the prescriber wrote it?
� Does the prescription looks as though it has been wet? (see

description of “rising” below.)

Presented as an educational service by Purdue Pharma L.P. More to come in January’s issue.


